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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


Apvisory CouUNCIX OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
New York, No Y¥.:... 23 December 3, 1941 


UniITED STEWARDSHIP CouncriL, ANNUAL MEETING 
Atlantic: City, IN.w)cee eee December 7, 8, 1941 


FEDERAL CouNCcIL oF CHURCHES, DEPARTMENT OF 
EVANGELISM 
Stouis, Mo... eee December 8, 9, 1941 


CONFERENCE ON CLOSER RELATIONS OF INTERDENOMINA- 
TIONAL AGENCIES 
Atlantic City, N. J...-.--.--.--.-:.:----- December 9-11, 1941 


GENERAL COMMISSION ON ARMY AND NAvy CHAPLAINS 
Washington, D: (Cone December 18, 1941 


ForeIcN Missions CONFERENCE 
Trenton: Ni. Jis2 ree January 12-15, 1942 


FEpERAL Councimy oF CHURCHES, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
New: York; N.Y... January 23, 1942 


INTERNATIONAL CounNciL oF RgELIcGIous EDUCATION, 
AnnuUAL MEETING 
Chicavo; = ee February 9-14, 1942 


COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND COUNSEL, ForEIGN MiIs- 
SIONS CONFERENCE 
New York) NiY222. February 17, 18, 1942 


GENERAL SYNOD, REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sparta, dust oe ee May 19, 1942 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
U.S.A. 
Milwaukee; WSC isccces es ceseete May 21, 1942 


NoRTHERN BAPtTist CONVENTION 
Cleveland, Ohio................ccscc02+0- May 26-June 1, 1942 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Columbus; Ohio22. eee May 27, 1942 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S. 
Knoxville Tennis ee May 28, 1942 


GrnERAL Synop, REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 


Albany): No ‘V2 eee June 4, 1942 

GENERAL COUNCIL OF CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES 

Hanover, NN: Hoe June 23-30, 1942 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


A Litany of Penitence 


For the dulled imagination that does not know 
what others suffer, 
We confess our sin, O Lord. 
For the daily judgment of people by their skins 
and not their souls, 
We confess our sin, O Lord. 
For the opportunities denied and the separations 
endorsed, 
We confess our sin, O Lord. 
For the pride of creed which sees no sanctity in 
another’s altar, 
We confess our sin, O Lord. 
For the unconcern which makes us cry, “Am I 
my brother’s keeper?” 
We confess our sin, O Lord. 


The Church Invincible 


Our concern over hostile forces which are 
threatening organized religion in many parts of 
the world should not prevent our careful at- 
tention to the many evidences of the invinci- 
bility of the Church. Notable victories are be- 
ing won. We are reminded of apostolic days. 
Then the “blood of the martyrs was the seed of 
the Church;” today the sacrifices of the faithful 
mark the beginning of a new epoch in the life of 
some of the churches. 


A Latin proverb, applied to the Church in the 
early centuries, is authenticated again—virtus 
sub pondere crescit (strength increases under 
oppressive burden). St. Paul’s work was 
dynamic in the face of hostility and oppression. 
The insight and power of his Epistles doubtless 
derive partly from his experiences of imprison- 
ment and scourgings. Kagawa, during his re- 
cent visit among us, shared with us some of his 
insights into the Epistles gained from study of 
them during the period of his imprisonment for 
loyalty to the faith. His exposition was more 
vital than the merely theological exposition of 
those whose loyalty has not been costly. 

A church tends to become enervated in pros- 
perity; and the highest Christian virtues often 
atrophy when life is easy. Our professions have 
cost us little. In our churches we often coax our 
people for small change and scraps of time and 
energy. One wonders how we would stand up 
if we were subjected to the tests of loyalty 
which have come to Christians in the older 
churches across the Atlantic and the younger 
churches in the mission fields. 

Eleven French Christians in a German prison 
camp recently wrote to their colleagues in 
France, “Captivity has been a grace for us all.” 
They write of having ‘“‘given thanks for the food 
which the Spirit gives us day by day through our 
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Mother the Church, in particular for that liberty 
according to the spirit which He communicates 
to those who are prisoners according to the 
flesh.” These prisoners testify that their experi- 
ence has made them understand that, “although 
materially separated, we were not a simple col- 
lection of individual believers from all parts of 
France, but the Church in a war prison camp.” 

A thoughtful leader in France writes: “We are 
told that you Anglo-Saxons are laying up stores 
of food in your barns to distribute them to us 
tomorrow. We, for our part, are laying up 
stores of spiritual food for the world of tomor- 
row; for our hearts and minds are under pres- 
sure, and we do not wish to live on anything 
except what is eternal.” 

Similar evidences of the invincibility of the 
Church come from many quarters. It is one 
thing for certain leaders of the Nazi party in 
Germany to attempt to destroy the Church and 
to displace the Cross by the swastika; it is quite 
another thing for them to achieve it. For us to 
confuse the intent with the accomplished fact 
would be to misunderstand the current history 
of the Church. 

When the institutional life of the Church is 
under attack, as it is today, we must resist—in 
ways appropriate for the Church. To be indiffer- 
ent or supinely acquiescent would be to confess 
weakness and to invite destruction. But while 
the physical body may be tortured and even 
broken, the soul may increase in stature and 
power. For the Church, although in some re- 
spects a human institution, is essentially of God. 
Its fate is ultimately in His hands. It is de- 
manded of us that we be faithful. Then the 
event, being with Him, cannot be disastrous. 

As we look at the churches today we can 
praise God that His power is so conspicuously 
manifested. We can be deeply grateful for the 
loyalty of our comrades under persecution, Then 
let us look into our own hearts to inquire into 
the staunchness of our own faith. 


French Protestants and Jews 


French Protestantism has had its own terrible 
ordeal to face during the past two years but it 
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has at the same time known how to identify 
itself with the still worse suffering of the Jewish 
community. The remarkable letter sent by Pas- 
tor Marc Boegner as the official head of the 
French Protestant Church to the Grand Rabbi 
in France on March 26, 1941, has received much 
less attention in this country than it merits. The 
letter begins by expressing “the grief which we 
all feel to find racist laws introduced in our coun- 
try and to witness the innumerable hardships 
and injustices which they force upon the Jews 
of France.” It calls attention to the fact that 
the laws are directed even against Jews “who 
have been Frenchmen for many generations and 
often for centuries.” It pledges the Protestant 
Church to work for ‘‘an essential revocation of 
the laws,”—even though this obviously sets the 
Church in opposition to the present govern- 
mental policies. 

The letter ends with a moving interpretation 
of the historic spiritual relation between Chris 
tianity and Judaism. The memorable paragraph 
at the end of the letter is worth quoting in full: 

“There is a strong bond between your re- 
ligion and the Protestant Church, which men 
cannot sever—the Bible of the patriarchs, 
prophets and psalmists, the Old ‘Testament 
which lighted the soul and mind of Jesus of 

Nazareth, and from which his disciples 

through all the centuries have drawn the word 

of God. Our church understands profoundly — 
the message sent forth from these hallowed — 

Scriptures, and her mission on behalf of the — 

downtrodden Jews of France is therefore all ] 

the more sacred.” 2 


Of One Heart and Voice 


The extent to which Christians of all the dif- — 
ferent groups are using the same hymns is strik- — 
ing evidence of an ecumenical outlook, There is 
now hardly such a thing as a denominational — 
hymnal; it may bear a denominational title or 
be designed especially for a denominational 
group but it reflects the spiritual insights of 
every great branch of Christendom, 

Perhaps the most impressive illustration is 
afforded by the new hymnal brought out united- 
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ly by the churches in China. Entitled “Univer- 
sal Hymns of Praise,” it serves Presbyterian, 
Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, Congregational 
and many other churches with equal accepta- 
bility. It includes both the classic hymns of 
Western Christianity and also sixty hymns of 
purely Chinese origin both in words and tunes. 
Already, in less than five years since its publica- 
tion, more than 250,000 copies have been sold, 
This is an average of one hymnal for every two 
Protestant Christians in all China! 

A new publication of the Federal Council’s 
Commission on Worship, “Ecumenical ‘Trends in 
Hymnody,” gives other illustrations of our one- 
ness in Christian Howard Chandler 
Robbins says in the preface: “There was a time 
when denominational differences were so em- 
phasized that of the numberless hymns in use 
only fifty could be regarded as common prop- 
erty, Nowadays in the revision of important 
hymnals the tendency is to reduce drastically 
the number of hymns which have only denomi- 
national authorship to commend them, and to 
explore and appropriate treasures of Christian 
worship from every age, language and experi 
ence of the Church throughout the world,” 

As a specific example, Carl F, Price records 
that the hymnal adopted by the Methodist 
Church in 1886 had 597 hymns, of which 441 
were written by John and Charles Wesley, ‘The 
new Methodist Hymnal, produced a century 
later, has 68 hymns of the Wesleys and intro- 
duces a wealth of others which are “the work of 
about 350 different authors, writing in fifteen 
different countries, representing many lands, 
and many faitha from the Quakers to the Roman 
Catholics.” “This does not at all signify,” Dr. 
Price explaing, “that Methodism ts abandoning 
the doctrinal ideaa expressed in the Wesley 
hymna... but it does indicate that they are no 
longer emphasized to the exclusion of other 
phases of Christian lite and doetrine,” Similarly, 
in the hymnal of the United Lutheran Church, 
as Luther D, Reed polnta out, there are 20 
hymna written by the Methodist Wesley and 27 
by the Presbyterian tsaae Watts, 

Tn our hymna, at least, the evidence that the 
Chureh is ecumenical ia overwhelming! 


song. 
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Light for a Suffering World 

Dr, Lewis Seymour Mudge, at a luncheon 
meeting in New York under the auspices of the 
Committee on Foreign Relief Appeals in the 
Churches, recalled a bit of history which he ap- 
plied to the work of the Church today, Tn Queen 
Anne's day, according to Dr, Mudge, there was 
a law in England requiring each householder 
who paid four pounds or more a year in taxes to 
hang out a light in front of his home every night 
from seven to eleven, The watchman of the 
town enforced the law, Thus the welfare of the 
community depended upon the contribution 
Which each householder made by his light, and 
the combined result was safety for all by the co- 
operation of all, 

The world situation today is one of wide- 
spread darkness, In the physical black-outs of 
cities in Europe and Asia there comes a rising 
death toll of those whom the darkness confuses. 
So in the world family thousands of spiritual 
casualties occur because of persecution, hunger, 
disease and despair, 

Large numbers of the world family have lost 
the power to hang out the lights which would 
dispel the darkness, Christ came as a light to 
shine in darkness, The Christian Church, by 
holding Him up for the world to see, will be 
rendering its contribution to dispel the gloom of 
human events, Because many are not physically 
or spiritually able to hang out the lights, the 
responsibility of the Church is all the more 
grave, ‘The darkness gathers over large portions 
of the human family because of sheer elemental 
hunger both of body and spirit. To set alight 
those lamps which will break through that black- 
ness, the Church must heed the example of its 
Lord, in feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, 
and visiting those in prison, 

Only as we all hang out our lights of Christian 
compassion can we make any adequate impres- 
sion upon the present world darkness, Our 
American church people have the money, Many 
channels for helping are open, But the watch- 
man? ‘There is no church official having his 
authority, Nevertheless, those in darkness know 
when the light is given, And the Eternal Watch- 
man of those who suffer everywhere—He knows! 
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Building a Brotherhood Worth Defending 


Month, emphasizing the stake the churches have 

in goodwill among conflicting racial and religious 
groups. It is marked by Race Relations Sunday, Febru- 
ary 8, 1942, which reaches its twentieth anniversary at 
that time. In its twentieth annual Race Relations 
Message to the churches the Federal Council says: “We 
seek a democratic society based upon the Christian ideal, 
in which people of every race share equal rights and 
privileges without bars to fellowship. Such a democracy 
—Christian in spirit and outlook—is yet to be attained. 
. .. Now when we are greatly concerned with the fate of 
democracy elsewhere in the world, we must confess with 
sorrow that we have not yet succeeded in making it a 
reality in America. 

“But we unhesitatingly proclaim our abiding faith in 
brotherhood as the will of God for mankind and our de- 
termination to bring all our institutions and all our rela- 
tionships under the sway of truly democratic principles. 
. .. Our pronouncements must now be supported by our 
practices. . . . Our love for the Church requires that it 
be preéminently the abode of fellowship. The Church 
by reason of its origin in the universal Christ, must be a 
brotherhood of all peoples, remembering that in Him 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free.” 

Ten denominations, representing more than half of the 
constituency in the Federal Council, now give Race Re- 
lations Sunday* a regular place on their calendars. On 
this twentieth anniversary the Department of Race Rela- 
tions of the Federal Council is asking church and com- 
munity groups to review their recent experience in im- 
proving race relations locally and to make plans for for- 
ward steps during the ensuing year. 

The interracial makeup of communities in the United 
States varies from those composed almost entirely of one 
racial group to those where nearly every “race and clan” 
may be found. This is an age of quick community changes 
and of rapid migrations of populations so that there is not 
a community or a church in the whole country which can 
afford to be indifferent to the questions of racial contacts, 
since their people may go where such questions are acute 
or they may soon have such problems at their doors. 

Local situations need to be surveyed to find out what 


No February will be Interracial Brotherhood 


*Material for the observance of Race Relations Sunday and 
Brotherhood Month includes a Message to be read in the pulpit; 
a general Worship Service; programs for practical action for 
women, young people, children including a worship service for 
each of these groups. A data sheet for speakers with reading 
references. Full packet of material $.06 each, $4.00 a hundred; 
any section of the packet, $1.00 a hundred. 


conditions are and what the churches can do about them. 
Is there a camp near enough to bring Negro soldiers to 
your community? What share in a nearby national de- 
fense industry do Negro, Mexican, Oriental or Jewish 
workers have? Are groups of foreign origin allowed to 
share in the preparation for the defense of democracy? 
Discriminations in defense industries against these 
minority groups in all parts of the United States became 
so acute the past spring that the attention of President 
Roosevelt had to be given to it three times: first, last 
April in a memorandum urging that local labor or racial 
minorities be used; again in an official executive order 
June 25 directing that discrimination be removed from 
defense industries and providing for a Fair Employment 
Practice Committee to carry out terms of the order; and 
finally on September 3 in a further executive order direct- 
ing that discrimination be abolished in government and 
civil service employment. He has yet to tackle the condi- 
tions facing Negroes in the Army, the Navy and the Air 
Corps. 

The Department of Race Relations asks every church 
group: ‘‘What is the situation in your community? What 
can be done about it? What is your church doing about 
it? What are you doing about it? Do you know the facts 
about the national situation which gave rise to these 
vigorous actions by President Roosevelt in the face of 
our war emergency?” Special documents and material 
have been collated by the Department and are available 
for individuals and groups who want not only to learn 
about the national situations but also to know what to do 
about them so far as they reach and affect people in their 
local needs and so far as they affect national needs of 
defense. 

Furthermore, in these days the newspapers are a great 
avenue for opening the eyes of the community to condi- 
tions, and plans are under way to provide releases for use 
by church groups in dealing with their local press. The 
The suggestion is also made that a two-session interracial 
conference be developed wherever interest in it can be 
aroused as a means of spreading necessary information 
and completing plans of action. Church women’s groups 
are especially asked to give attention to what they can 
do in setting up and promoting such local conferences. It 
is hoped that many of these conferences will be held dur- 
ing the month of February; but they may be held at 
other times, drawing together key people from the 
churches, the Y.M.C.A., and Y.W.C.A., and the social and 
allied religious agencies to face their common problems, to 
review past activities and methods and to make plans for 
the future. 
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Seminars on Worship 


HROUGH cooperation between local councils of 
churches or ministerial associations and the Com- 
mission on Worship of the Federal Council, a 
number of seminars on worship have been held in various 
parts of the country. Such seminars have been held re- 
cently in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Plainfield, New Jersey, 
and York, Pennsylvania. The particular needs and re- 
sources of a local community determine the nature and 
extent of the assistance which the Commission on Wor- 
ship provides. 
Themes which have proved fruitful in these seminars 
include the following: 
The Significance of Worship in a Time of Stress 
Worship and Christian Unity 
What Happens when we Worship? 
Church Music and Worship 
The Church Building and Worship 
Making Worship Vital 
The Personal Devotional Life in Relation to Worship 
Worship and Youth Today 
Developing the Worship Life of Women 
Worship in the Church School 
Finding God through Worship 
The Newer Books and Techniques of Worship 
Among the leaders brought to these communities by 
the Commission have been Dean Charles W. Gilkey of 
Chicago; Prof. W. Russell Bowie of New York; Rev. 
Paul G. Macy of New York; Rev. Clarence Seidenspin- 
ner of Racine, Wisc.; Professor Oliver S. Beltz of North- 


western University; Professor Alvin F. Brighthill of 
Chicago; Rev. Oscar Thomas Olson of Cleveland; Mr. 
Reginald L. McAll of New York; Professor Carl C. 
Rasmussen of Gettysburg, Pa.; Mrs. Dorothy Collins 
Hart of Brooklyn, N. Y.; Miss Margaret T. Applegarth 
of New York; Rev. Philip S. Watters of White Plains, 
N. Y., and Rev. Deane Edwards of New York. 

The Milwaukee Seminar was opened by a Sunday 
evening service of ecumenical worship in Calvary Presby- 
terian Church with a representative group of clergy par- 
ticipating and about 500 people attending. The feature 
of the York seminar was a Hymn Festival held in the 
First Methodist Church conducted by Prof. Brighthill 
with a choir of 150 voices from sixteen churches par- 
ticipating and 600 people present. The program at 
Plainfield came to its climax in a Hymn Demonstration 
led by Mr. McAll in the First-Park Baptist Church with 
about 500 people present. The choir group of 150 singers 
included an a capella chorus of young people. 

The chairmen in charge of local arrangements were as 
follows: Milwaukee, Rev. James H. Welsh of the United 
Church; York, Rev. Edward K. Ziegler of the Church of 
the Brethren; Plainfield, Rev. John J. Moment of the 
Crescent Ave. Presbyterian Church and Rev. Hurley S. 
Warren of the Seventh Day Baptist Church. 

Councils of churches or ministerial associations inter- 
ested in such seminars should communicate with Deane 
Edwards, Secretary, Commission on Worship, Federal 
Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 


Religion and Consumer Cooperation 


Religion and Consumer Cooperation for up-state 
New York was held in Rome, N. Y., November 17. 
The National Catholic Rural Life Conference, and the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis joined with the 
Committee on the Church and Cooperatives in sponsoring 
the conference. It was attended by people of all faiths 
from Rome, Rochester, Syracuse, Utica, Schenectady, 
Gloversville, Ithaca, Clinton and rural areas up-state. 
Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman declared, “Religion has 
largely lost the respect of the people because it has be- 
come divorced from the practical problems of life. The 
increasing interest of religion in the codperative move- 
ment is a sign of the returning vitality of religion. We 
have in consumer cooperation a mandate for moral ac- 
tion.” James Myers emphasized the character-building 
influence of codperative ownership, and pointed out that 
“codperation opens up to millions the opportunity, so 
properly prized by the American business man, of own- 
ing and operating their own business.” 
Msgr. Luigi Ligutti, speaking on “Codperative Prin- 


7 MOST significant interfaith study conference on 


ciples and Religious Philosophy,” declared that “the 
Church has a stake and a duty in the economic welfare 
of the people. If the churches do not fulfill that duty, 
they will suffer here as they have suffered elsewhere. The 
poor never walk away from the churches but the churches 
sometimes walk away from the poor. Then comes revo- 
lution and loss of faith in religion. God is not to blame 
for poverty. He has created plenty. The churches must 
insist upon a codperative society in which there will be 
plenty for all. There must also be a re-distribution of 
population from the present concentration in cities back 
to the land.” 

Miss Dora Maxwell, Director of Organization Service, 
Credit Union National Association, asserted ‘Women 
spend 90 percent of the nation’s money. We could, if we 
wanted to, quietly, peacefully, without revolution or 
war, reconstruct the economic system by ‘voting our dol- 
lars’ through purchasing in codperatives, and using the 
people’s banks or credit unions.” 

Percy S. Brown, President of Consumers’ Distribution 
Corporation, associate of the late Edward A. Filene and 
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former manager of the Corona Typewriter Factory, 
brought to bear the practical analyses and constructive 
criticisms of a business man. 

Murray D. Lincoln, President of the Codperative 
League, and Dr. H. E. Babcock, President of the Co- 
operative Grange League Federation Products and Chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees of Cornell Uniersity, and 
Msgr. Ligutti spoke at the large evening mass meeting. 
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The Conference, by its program and attendance, illus- 
trated once more the usefulness of consumer codperation 
as a meeting-ground for all faiths, for farmers and or- 
ganized labor, city and rural folks, well-to-do and lower 
income groups. There was a feeling in the conference of 
social and religious integration as well as inspiration for 
economic reconstruction. 

—James Myers. 


The Churches and Conscientious Objectors 


had been certified by their respective draft boards 

as conscientious objectors to military service. Of 
this number 1,695 are now engaged in work of national 
importance in civilian work camps in various parts of 
the country. It is expected that by January lst two 
thousand conscientious objectors will have been assigned 
to work camps. 

The National Service Board for Religious Objectors, 
to which the Federal Council’s Committee on the Con- 
scientious Objector holds a consultative relationship, re- 
ports that the general reaction of the public to the pres- 
ent Civilian Public Service program has been excellent. 
General newspaper, radio and magazine comments are 
said to be understanding and friendly. Some fifty men 
have been discharged from work camps due to physical 
disabilities, dependency reasons, or a change of convic- 
tion with regard to the performance of military duties. 

Work camps for conscientious objectors are located at 


A S of November 1, 3,286 young men of draft age 


San Dimas, Glendora, California 
Patapsco, Relay, Maryland 
Grottoes, Virginia 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Lagro, Indiana 

Magnolia, Arkansas 

Marietta, Ohio 

Petersham, Massachusetts 
Royalston, Massachusetts 
Ashburnham, Massachusetts 


Cooperstown, New York 
Bluffton, Indiana 

Merom, Indiana 

Stoddard, New Hampshire 
Kane, Pennsylvania 

Stronach, Manistee, Michigan 
Buck Creek, Marion, N. C. 
Denison, Iowa 

Sideling Hill, Wells Tannery, Pa. 
Cascade Locks, Oregon 

The work programs in the above camps have been 
chosen with a view to their importance nationally, and 
the degree to which they fitted the interests and abilities 
of the assignees. An attempt is being made to expand this 
work pattern to include varied types of projects. 

The financial requirements of the National Service 
Board for Religious Objectors are assumed in large part 
by the Friends, Brethren, and Mennonites. Of the 
$26,000 contributed to the Service Board during the 
past twelve months, $23,000 has been donated by these 
three pacifist churches. Contributions from communions 
related to the Federal Council have totalled $1,190. In- 
dependent and miscellaneous groups have contributed the 
balance. In view of the fact that approximately one-third 
of the conscientious objectors are members of the non- 
pacifist churches, the contributions thus far made to the 
National Service Board are anything but impressive. 


Moreover, the conscientious objectors belonging to the 
historic pacifist churches are meeting promptly their 
monthly assessment of $35.00 for maintenance while in 
camp. Where individuals are unable to meet this obliga- 
tion the deficit is made up by the pacifist churches. In 
the case of the conscientious objectors belonging to com- 
munions related to the Federal Council, the financial 
situation is not so reassuring. In certain instances de- 
nominational agencies have actively promoted efforts to 
secure funds with which to meet the financial require- 
ments of their respective conscientious objectors.Despite 
this fact, it must be admitted that the financial situation 
incident to the maintenance of voluntary, non-govern- 
ment-administered work camps, remains acute. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. took action last May, requesting the Govern- 
ment to place the work camps upon a subsistence basis. 
Similar action has been taken by the Council of Bishops 
of the Methodist Church. The broad question of policy 
with respect to the administration of work camps and 
their financial up-keep has not, as yet, been acted upon 
by the great majority of communions within and with- 
out the Federal Council. This question will be discussed 
by the Federal Council’s Committee on the Conscientious 
Objector on November 28th. 

It will be of interest to the American churches to know 
that thus far 61,673 men in England have asked to be 
placed on the register of the conscientious objector out 
of a total of 6,709,736 men registered prior to July 12, 
1941, or .92 percent. WALTER W. VAN KIRK. 


Dean Weigle Receives Degree from 
Queen’s University 

At the Centenary of Queen’s University, Kingston, 
Ontario, which was celebrated October 16-18, the honor- 
ary degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon 
Principal Richard Davidson, Emmanuel College, Tor- 
onto; the Reverend George H. Donald, minister of the 
Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul, Montreal; President 
A. Stanley Walker, King’s College, Halifax; Chancellor 
Emeritus Howard P. Whidden, McMaster University, 
Hamilton; and Dean Luther A. Weigle, Yale University 
Divinity School, President of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. Dean Weigle made the 

address of acknowledgment on behalf of this group. 
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Greetings From Japanese Christians 


(The following letter has been received from the mem- 
bers of the Japanese Christian Fellowship Deputation 
which came to this country last April for conference 
and fellowship with American Christian comrades. Dr. 
Kagawa and Mr. Ogawa returned to Japan after this 
letter was sent—The Editor.) 


Dear Comrades in Christ: 


Greetings! 


It seems but yesterday that we were conferring with 
you regarding matters of great mutual concern. As we 
look back over our experiences in the United States from 
this far perspective your countless courtesies and kind- 
nesses take on an ever deepening meaning. 

Words utterly fail to express the deep appreciation 
which fills our hearts. We can only say thank you! 
Thank you a thousand times! Please put into those 
words the -fullest sentiment of gratitude that they can 
possibly carry. 

Since returning to Japan the plan to unite thirty-four 
Protestant communions and bodies and establish “The 
Church of Christ in Japan” has been fully consummated. 
Bishop Abe, the head of our deputation, was elected 
president of the Organizing Conference and also chair- 
man of the new Church’s Executive Board of fifty mem- 
bers. Mr. Kozaki was elected Associate Head of the 
United Church. Mr. Matsuyama is chairman of the 
Board of Finance and Pensions. 

Inasmuch as the new Church will take over much 
of the work hitherto done by the National Christian 
Council that organization will be superseded by ‘The 
Japan National Committee on Christian Codperation.” 
Bishop Abe has been chosen chairman of this committee. 

The Japan National Committee on Christian Codpera- 
tion will tie up and correlate the work of the Christian 
communions and organizations which do not come within 
the framework of the United Church. A strong effort 
will be made to get the Greek and Roman Catholic 
Churches to become codperating units of this committee, 
thus building a total Christian front in Japan. 

This National Committee will also tie up the Christian 
Movement in Japan with Christian Movements in other 
lands. This will be one of its specific functions. It will, 
among other things, give special attention to the strength- 
ening of the ties of understanding and fellowship with the 
Christian Movements of the United States and of China. 

Our deputation has been busily engaged in a series of 
Report Meetings. . . . In all we have held some fifty 
meetings of this type. Most of these gatherings have 
been area meetings. Thus a great many churches have 
been reached. The attendance has been very good and 
the interest intense. 

These Report Meetings have given the Japanese 


Churches a new understanding and consciousness of the 
mystic bond which binds the Christian communities of 
the two nations together. The reports of the experiences 
and impressions of the deputation have gone deep and 
have heightened the desire of the hearers not only to 
keep that bond intact but to do everything possible to 
preserve a just and lasting peace between the two nations. 

The world situation grows increasingly ominous No 
matter what turn things may take, however, we shall 
always treasure the friendship and fellowship which made 
our conferences and contacts so delightful and mean- 
ingful. 

Let us maintain the soul fellowship which is centered 
in Christ and bind our two nations together with a bond 
of unceasing and earnest prayer. 

Yours in the bonds of Christian brotherhood, 
YOSHIMUNE ABE Micuio KozaKi 
TSUNEJIRO MATSUYAMA Micuit KAwat 
SUICHI SAITO WILLIAM AXLING 

Tokyo, Japan 
July Twentieth, 1941. 


Season of Prayer for Christian Unity 


The Provisional Committee of the World Council of 
Churches urges Christians throughout the world to ob- 
serve a Season of Prayer for Christian Unity. Sug- 
gested worship materials, taken from the services held in 
connection with the North American Ecumenical Con- 
ference at Toronto, June 1941, are available. They may 
be used during the week of January 18-25, the time desig- 
nated in order to codperate in prayer with Christians in 
Europe, or during the season of Pentecost, or as desired 
at any other time. 

The leaflet containing these services, Together in 
Prayer, (5 cents per copy, $1.00 per 100 copies) and the 
revised Primer of Ecumenical Worship (20 cents per 
copy) provide aids for personal devotions, Sunday serv- 
ices, group meetings during the week, or public inter- 
church community services. These may be ordered from 
the Joint Executive Committee, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York. 


Bulletin Editor Honored 


Without the knowledge of the Editor of the BULLETIN, 
Rev. Roswell P. Barnes, his colleagues on the staff re- 
port to the BULLETIN’s readers that he received the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Lafayette Col- 
lege on October 24, 1941. The degree was conferred in 
connection with the annual Founder’s Day observance 


of the college. Dr. Barnes was graduated from Lafayette 


in 1924. 
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The Revision of the English Bible 


sion of the Bible was transferred to the International 

Council of Religious Education, and a Committee of 
fifteen scholars was chosen to have charge of the text, 
with the understanding that they might, if they deemed 
it necessary, undertake further revision. In 1937, the 
decision was reached to proceed actively with the work 
of revision, funds were secured, and the Committee re- 
constituted for the purpose. It now consists of six schol- 
-ars chosen for competence in the Old Testament, six for 
competence in the New Testament, and four chosen for 
experience in the conduct of public worship and religious 
education. 

Two of its members were elected from the faculty of 
Harvard University (Henry Joel Cadbury, Willard L. 
Sperry), and three trom Yale University (Millar Bur- 
rows, George Dahl, Luther A. Weigle); two from Union 
Theological Seminary (Julius A. Bewer, James Moffatt) ; 
two from the University of Chicago (Edgar Johnson 
Goodspeed, William Andrew Irwin); and one each from 
the University of Michigan (Leroy Waterman), the Uni- 
versity of Toronto (W. R. Taylor), the Oberlin Graduate 
School of Theology (Clarence T. Craig), Seabury-West- 
ern Theological Seminary (Frederick C. Grant), 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville 
(Kyle M. Yates), and the Lutheran Theological Semi- 
nary at Gettysburg (Abdel R. Wentz). One was elected 
as a parish minister (W. Russell Bowie). Grant and 
Bowie have since joined the faculty of Union Theological 
Seminary, and Goodspeed that of the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles. Dean Weigle is Chairman of the 
Committee. 

The task of the Committee was defined by vote of the 
International Council of Religious Education to be “re- 
vision of the present American Standard Edition of the 
Bible in the light of the results of modern scholarship, 
this revision to be designed for use in public and private 
worship, and to be in the direction of the simple, classic 
English style of the King James Version.” 

The new Revised Version is not to be a “moderniza- 
tion” of the English Bible. The reader who wishes to get 
the meaning of the Scriptures in a quite fresh translation 
from the original language, or in diction purposely up- 
to-date, can get this in the translations by Moffatt, Wey- 


I: 1928 the copyright of the American Standard Ver- 
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mouth, Goodspeed, J. M. P. Smith and his colleagues, 
Ballantine, the Twentieth Century New Testament 
group, and, most recently, Father Spencer. 

The purpose of the Committee is to produce a Revised 
Version fully abreast of modern scholarship as to the 
meaning of the Scriptures but cast in diction worthy of 
a place in the great tradition of the English Bible from 
Tyndale to King James. To this end, the Committee is 
charged to take the present American Standard Version 
as its basal English text, and to make such changes only 
as are approved by a two-thirds vote of the entire Com- 
mittee. Broadly speaking, changes are to be made only 
where deemed necessary for the sake of correctness of 
meaning, clarity of expression, simplicity of style, or 
finally, adherence to the King James Version where sub- 
sequent changes now appear to be unnecessary or in- 
advisable. 

The three outstanding requirements that must be met 
oy the new Revised Version are: 

1. It must seek with fidelity and accuracy to convey 
the meaning of the Scriptures, as found in the best avail- 
able Hebrew and Greek texts. 

2. It must convey this meaning in clear, idiomatic, con- 
cise English. 

3. It must be euphonious, readable and suited for use 
in public and private worship. 

We are better equipped today, both to determine the 
original text of the Bible, and to understand its meaning, 
than were the Revisers of 1870-1901. The new edition of 
Kittel’s Hebrew Bible, just completed, carries us closer 
to the text of the tenth-century Massoretes than any 
previous printed editions; and for the study of the text 
of the New Testament a considerable body of new evi- 
dence is available. 

Dean Weigle reports that work upon the revision has 
deepened in every member of the Committee the sense 
of the need and of the tremendous importance of the task 
they have undertaken. It demands the highest, most 
objective and unselfish scholarship on the one hand, and 
the ability on the other hand to maintain vital and imagi- 
native touch with people. It is their hope that the Re- 
vision will stimulate new interest in the Bible, bring 
clearer understanding of its meaning, and help in the 
worship of God and in the fulfilment of His will. 


THE SERVICE BOOK 
OF SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER 


For the men in their country’s service and their 
families and friends. 


Contributors: Cavert, Mott, Speer, Kagawa, Leiper, Trexler, 

Bishop Tucker, Senator Glass, Lord Halifax and others. 

Blue imitation leather, 4 x 2% in. 64 pages. 50c. postpaid. 
Order from LEWIS GASTON LEARY 

Box 200 West Milford, New Jersey 
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“One Foot in Heaven” 


(Eprrortat Nore: The editorial in the November issue of the But- 
LETIN commending the current moving picture One Foot in 
Heaven as good entertainment and a wholesome portrayal of the 
life of a minister’s family has induced significant comments. 
Some, without questioning the general value of the film, point 
out certain inadequacies in its implicit interpretation of the 
Church. One correspondent has called our attention to a review 
by Rev. Philip H. Steinmetz, Rector of St. Paul’s Church of 
Montrose, Pa., appearing in the Montrose Democrat of Novem- 
ber 7, 1941. We print below a portion of the review as worthy 
of consideration by those who see the picture.) 


venture into realms where there are differences of 

opinion or to give any clue to the function of the 
Church in the community except as a sort of religious 
club, disturbed at times by quarrels in the choir. It 
would be exciting to see a picture which did try some- 
thing of the sort. There are ministers who crusade for 
economic reforms more far-reaching than the repair of 
the parsonage roof and churches which do more for the 
community than provide carillon music for tired office 
workers, but they are not portrayed in this picture. 

“Dr. Spence is portrayed as a master of diction and a 
tower of righteous indignation when things interfere with 
his plans. Far from challenging the ethics of his more 
ruthless parishioners, he uses the same bluff and black- 
mail to accomplish the building of a magnificent church 
or to secure customers for weddings. Of course he does it 
in good humor and you smile as you see his plans work- 
ing out. But I wonder just how it all must seem to the 
thoughtful layman. What is being accomplished in such 
a ministry and in such churches? 

“Unfortunately too many of our churches are very like 
those so candidly pictured. It is the presence of the 
petty bickering, comic and tragic alike, which disgusts 
those who would work, sacrifice and suffer for real change 
in human beings and in human society. Young people 
turn from such church life to the rough and tumble of 
labor unions, progressive political parties, and armed 
forces or to drink and dissipation of the energy God 
would have them use in His church. 

“By all means see this picture and think about it. It 
will certainly entertain you and it may stir you by 


“Presta i it is too much to expect a picture to 
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A new and unusual approach to the study of the 
prophets and Jesus. In a series of line drawings in 
words, the author deftly sketches the prophets against 
the background of their times and finds in the time- 
less experience of these well-known figures a basis for 
confidence and security in the search today for the 
meaning of life. 
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the very things which it does not show to doing your 
part in making the Church more nearly as God would 
have it.” 


Ecumenical Seminar in Washington 

By invitation of the Bishop of Washington a group of 
church leaders met in an Ecumenical Seminar as guests 
of the College of Preachers at the Cathedral, November 
17 to 19. Dr. William Adams Brown was Chairman. The 
principal themes and the leaders who introduced the 
discussion were as follows: 

“The Meaning of Ecumenicity in the Local Commu- 
nity,’ Dean Claude W. Sprouse. 

“Planning and Strategy for Corporate Christian Serv- 
ice,” Dr. Mark A. Dawber. 

“Ecumenicity and Christian Education,’ Dr. Roy G. 
Ross. 

“Tn What Sense is there a Common Christian Faith 
Deeper than Our Divisions?” Prof. Robert L. Calhoun. 

“Trends toward Larger Unity within Codperative 
American Christianity,” Dr. Hermann N. Morse, Dean 
Luther A. Weigle, and Dr. Emory Ross. 

“World Aspects of Ecumenicity from the Standpoint 
of the Churches,” Dr. William Adams Brown and Dr. H. 
Paul Douglass. 

“Ecumenical Contributions to a Just and Durable 
Peace,” Bishop Ivan Lee Holt. 

“Implication for Christian Behavior,’ Rt. Rev. James 
E. Freeman. 


Lowell Mason Sesquicentennial 

The 150th anniversary of the birth of this American 
pioneer in public school music and Christian hymnody is 
being celebrated throughout the country under the 
auspices of The Hymn Society of America, the Music 
Educators’ National Conference, and the Commission on 
Worship of the Federal Council of Churches. Lowell 
Mason was born on January 8, 1792, and the month of 
January, 1942, is designated as the time for this national 
observance. The Hymn Society of America, 2268 Sedg- 
wick Avenue, New York, has published a brief bidgraphi- 
cal sketch of Lowell Mason by his distinguished grand- 
son, Henry Lowell Mason, which may be obtained for 
15 cents. 

A commemorative Service of Divine Worship has 
been prepared for use in the churches and may be ob- 
tained from the Commission on Worship, 297 Fourth 
Avenue, New York, for $1.00 per hundred. The Music 
Educators’ National Conference, 64 East Jackson Blvd., 
Chicago, Ill., has additional material which may be ob- 
tained from them at modest cost. This observance is com- 
mended to the churches, local musical organizations, and 
others interested in music and hymnody. 
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From Harper’s Greatest 
Religious Book List 


* Living Under Tension 
By HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 


“Not in the whole range of religious lit- 
erature is there anything comparable to 
these remarkable sermons.” — Christian 
Herald. $1.50 


* Maker of Men 
By SHERWOOD EDDY 


A simple, thoughtful description of the 
alchemy of character development in the 
light of the teachings and practice of 
Jesus, which will help anyone begin a 
personal program of spiritual develop- 
ment. $1.50 


* The Family Lives 


Its Religion 
By REGINA WESTCOTT WIEMAN 


Parents, leaders, pastors and psychologists 
are hailing this book because it tells how . 
to make religion a creative factor within 
the home. $2.00 


* Meister Eckhart 


A Modern Translation 
By RAYMOND B. BLAKNEY 


Unlocks for the first time to English- 
speaking readers the full beauty, strength 
and timeless worth of the writings and ser- 
mons of the 14th century mystic. $3.00 


* Britons Under Fire 
By JOHN SUTHERLAND BONNELL 


A vivid, first-hand account of what is hap- 
pening to people facing death and destruc- 
tion. Here is reporting of a high order 
that sees beneath the surface of events. 
Let Dr. Bonnell show you the England and 
the people he saw on his recent trip. $2.00 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
Publishers 


December, 1941 


A brave and invigorating philosophy 
of life: a bold and ringing answer to 
the challenge of totalitarianism 


A Creed for Free Mien 
A Study of Loyalties 
by William Adams Brown 


How can men and women in these troubled times achieve 
security, maintain courage and inner peace and keep hope 
alive? A noted writer and teacher here answers questions 
that concern us all today. $2.50 


Faith and Nurture 
by H. Shelton Smith 


This book marks a revolutionary step in religious education, 
calling for a thorough and critical examination of present 
methods, and indicating the lines of constructive advance. 
A Religious Book Club Selection. $2.00 


WhatWeCan Believe 
by Randolph Crump Miller 


Here is a book that meets the sceptic head on. In original, 
constructive and always interesting fashion it discusses and 
explains the main points of Christian life. $2.00 


Newtopia 
The World We Want 
by P.W.Wilson 


“To turn from listening to the radio and scanning the pages 
of the daily press to the pages of this book is like awakening 
from a nightmare to take a refreshing bath of sanity.’’— 
Henry Sloane Coffin. $2.00 


The Christian 

Interpretation of 
Sex 

by Otto A. Piper 


“What a satisfaction it is to read a book, scholarly, open- 
minded, frank, which gives a true picture of the Christian 
attitude toward sex. ... Dr. Piper’s book must be regarded 
with profound respect and will be read with intense inter- 
est.”’—New York Herald Tribune. 


The Nature of the 
Early Chureh 
by Ernest F. Scott 


*‘A book of authoritative scholarship in the field of Chris- 
tian origins and at the same time of direct bearing on the 
Christian movement of today.’’—Religious Book Club Bul- 
letin. A Religious Book Club Selection. $2.00 


Christian Realism 
by John C. Bennett 


“Its balance and clarity combine to produce a dynamic and 
significantly Christian book.’’—Southern Churchman. $2.00 


at all bookstores Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York 
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-News of State and Local Cooperation: 


Virginia Enlarges 
Its Program 

The Presbyterian Synod of Virginia has 
requested its sister denominations to ap- 
point members to a Joint Committee to 
study ways of effecting a Council of 
Churches in Virginia. Action favorable to 
this suggestion has been reported by the 
Methodist Conference. The Virginia 
Council of Religious Education nearly two 
years ago voted to expand its functions to 
include those of councils of churches. De- 
partments of Social Education and Action 
and Evangelism have been organized. 
Christian Missions will be conducted in 
Lynchburg, Portsmouth and Norfolk early 
in 1942 in codperation with the Federal 
Council, Wide interest was manifested by 
Virginia cities in the organization of city 
councils of churches as a result of the 
visitation by a team from the Virginia 
Council and the Federal Council during the 
first week of November. The centers 
served by this visitation included Alex- 
andria, Charlottesville, Roanoke, Burkville, 
Blackstone, Lynchburg, Danville and Nor- 
folk. 


Montana Council 
Holds Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of the Montana 
Council of Churches was held in the Pres- 
byterian Church of Lewiston on Tuesday, 
November 4. Rev. Robert H. Moorman 
of Billings is President and Rev. G. G. 
Emerson of Stanford, Secretary. Reports 
were heard from various committees in- 
cluding Religious Education, Rev. C. L. 
Clifford, Kalisfell, chairman; Rural Work, 
Rev. Clarence W. Orner, Lewistown, chair- 
man; and Social Welfare, Rev. Cecil F. 
Ristow, Great Falls, chairman. The Na- 
tional Christian Mission to be held in Great 
Falls in January was discussed and plans 
laid to codperate in it. 

Rev. Deane Edwards of New York rep- 
resented the Federal Council of Churches, 
and spoke at the morning session on activi- 
ties in which the Montana Council might 
participate. It was voted to sponsor sem- 
inars on worship during the last week of 


LIGHT wees onthe 
International Uniform Lessons 
Union Lesson Helps offer sound in- 
specialists for every age group. Un- 


spiring lesson expositions written by 
denominational and uncontroversial 
they can be used with safety in any 
Write for free speci- 


Sunday school. 
mens of 


UNION LESSON HELPS 
rice Suainy-Schodl Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
CE aed 


October, 1942, in Havre, Missoula, Boze- 
man, and Miles City. 

The present officers were re-elected. In 
view of the great distances in the state, it 
was agreed that as far as possible the com- 
mittees of the Council should be drawn 
from contiguous areas to facilitate meetings 
and action. 


Washington (D. C.) Federation 
Studies Reorganization 

A committee of seventeen members has 
been created by the Washington Federation 
of Churches to study its needs for reor- 
ganization. The committee is asking: 
what are the needs of the people and of 
the churches which the Federation should 
undertake? What are the things which the 
churches can best do together? What de- 
partments should be created? What staff 
workers selected? What relations are in- 
volved between the Washington Federation 
of Churches and the Washington Council 
of Church Women? 

The garage is being reconstructed into a 
suite of offices. There will be four rooms 
with partitions reaching to a height of 
seven feet, and a corridor along the west 
side. This building and the back room of 
the present offices have been leased to The 
National Service Board for two years. 

Dr. Worth M. Tippy succeeded Dr. Wil- 
liam R. Barnhart on October 1 as Executive 
Secretary. He will serve until a per- 
manent executive secretary is selected. Rev. 
Edwin H. Tuller, Assistant Pastor of the 
Calvary Baptist Church, became the Di- 
rector of the Training Camp Council on 
October 1. Rev. Francis W. McPeek suc- 
ceeded Rev. John L. Mixon as Director of 
the Department of Social Welfare on No- 
vember 10. New members of the office 
staff include Miss Frances Humphrey, As- 
sistant Director; Miss Marjorie Wilson, 
private secretary to the Executive Secre- 
tary; Miss Helen Rich, bookkeeper and 
process-shop director. 

Mr. McPeek, who succeeds Mr. Mixon, 
is a graduate of Ohio State University and 
the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
Chicago and has had graduate training at 
the Chicago Theological Seminary and the 
University of Chicago. He has had six 
years of clinical training and experience, 
having served as Chaplain of the New Jer- 
sey Reformatory and the National Train- 
ing School in Washington. 
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Concerning Church 
Attendance 

Seventy-two Buffalo churches reported 
their church attendance on November 2. 
The summary made by The Council of 
Churches of Buffalo shows: the churches 
averaged 311 active resident members; 
average attendance at their largest service 
was 144 or 46.3%; percentages ranged from 
19 to 99 with a median of 50%; thirteen 
churches with less than 100 active resi- 
dent members had a median attendance of 
72%; ten churches of from 250 to 350 ac- 
tive resident members had a median at- 
tendance of 52%; seventeen churches of 
500 or more active resident members had a 
median attendance of 37%. The report 
further states that congregations this fall 
are running from one-fourth to one-third 
larger than in recent years. 


Drama Festival 

The Seventh Annual Religious Drama 
Festival has been announced by the Ohio 
Christian Youth Council. Lists of approved 
plays are furnished by the State office in 
Ohio. Each county must conclude its 
festival, participated in by local church 
youth groups, by February 7, 1942. The 
five district festivals participated in by the 
winner of the county festivals held in each 
district must be held on the week-ends of 
either February 28 or March 7, 1942. The 
state festival, participated in by two groups 
of players from each district, including a 
clinic and conference on Religious Drama, 
will be held in Columbus, Ohio, March 14 
and 15, 1942. 


State Constitutional Congress 

Clerical and lay delegates from all the 
Protestant denominations of Indiana will 
assemble on November 18 in a Constitu- 
tional Convention for the purpose of 
initiating a Council of Churches in the 
State. 


Illinois Dedicates Building 
On November 3, the Illinois Church 
Council held a service of dedication of the 
building which is henceforth to serve as its 
permanent headquarters. The building is: 
unique in that it is the first church house 
to be used as headquarters for codperative 
or ecumenical activities. Most councils 
have only inadequate facilities in an office 
building. The Council of Churches in 
Washington, D.C., has for several years 
{ 
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owned a building which was formerly a 
fine residence and the Church Federation 
of Los Angeles has just acquired its own 
home, but the Illinois Church Council is 
the first to own a headquarters which has 
the distinctive background and atmosphere 
of a church. The building was formerly 
the property of the German Methodist 
Church of Springfield, Ill., and became 
available to the Illinois Church Council as 
the result of a merger of the congregation 
of the German Methodist Church with an- 
other congregation. The building is ad- 
vantageously located, only a block from the 
public square where the state capitol is 
situated. 

In the new headquarters of the Illinois 
Church Council there are impressive ex- 
hibits of the various fields of coéperative 
work in which the Council serves, includ- 
ing Devotional Life, Church Music, Re- 
ligious Education of Children and Youth, 
Community Relations and World Missions. 

The dedicatory service was prepared by 
Mrs. Ada Howard Daup, Program Secre- 
tary of the Illinois Church Council, and 
representative leaders of .the various de- 
nominations in the state participated in it. 


One-Day Convocations 
In Colorado 


Instead of holding its annual convoca- 
tion in a single center the Colorado 


Council of Churches this year sent an inter- 
denominational group to conduct a series 
of six one-day convocations in six differ- 
ent centers from November 2 to November 
7, inclusive. The cities visited were Fort 
Morgan, Longmont, Ft. Collins, La Junta, 
Pueblo and Denver. Among the partici- 
pants in the program were: Dr. Arthur A. 
Barwick, minister of the First Congrega- 
tional Church of Cheyenne, Wyo.; Rev. 
Nelson C. Dreier, Superintendent of the 
Congregational Conference of Colorado; 
Miss Helen White, of the Home Missions 
Council, and Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert 
of the Federal Council. At Pueblo a com- 
mittee was appointed to follow up the 
convocation by exploring the possibilities 
of organizing a permanent council of 
churches for the city. 

At the annual meeting in Denver, Dr. 
Clarence W. Kemper, minister of the First 
Baptist Church of Denver, was elected 
President, with Rt. Rev. Fred Ingley, 
Episcopal Bishop of Colorado, and Dr. Sam 
J. Mathieson, pastor of the Central Chris- 
tian Church of Denver, as Vice-Presidents. 

The Denver Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, following conferences with the Den- 
ver Ministers’ Alliance, the Denver Council 
of Church Women and other community 
religious organizations, has organized as the 
Denver Council of Churches and Religious 
Education, with Mr. John L. Griffiths, a 
prominent layman, as President. 
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New Haven’s 
Religious Forum 

Under the auspices of the New Haven 
(Conn.) Council of Churches a religious 
forum is being conducted over Station 
WELI on eight successive Monday eve- 
nings. The themes have to do with im- 
portant developments in the life of the 
Church. At the opening broadcast on No- 
vember 10 the subject was “What Is the 
Ecumenical Movement?” Participating in 
the panel discussion were: Professor John 
C. Archer, of the Yale Divinity School; 
Rev. C. Lawson Willard, rector of Trinity 
Church, New Haven, and Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert of the Federal Council. 
Subsequent themes are to include a fur- 
ther discussion of the ecumenical move- 
ment, the possibilities for a Christian peace, 
and week-day religious education. All of 
these panel discussions are under the lead- 
ership of Rev. Isaac K. Beckes, Chairman 
of the Radio Committee of the New Haven 
Council. 

In addition to the religious forum, the 
New Haven Council presents morning de- 
votions at 8:15 A. M., from Monday 
through Friday over Station WELI and on 
Thursday evening of each week a broad- 
cast entitled “Religion in the News.” On 
three Tuesday afternoons preceding Christ- 
mas a “Children’s Story Hour’ is offered, 
retelling some of the great Christmas 
stories. 


RS fsth: 


Contemporary 
Religious Thought 
ok iAn Anthology © This remarkable sym- 


posium of mighty minds contains sixty 
selections from the writings of more than 


The Christian Criticism of Life 
LYNN HAROLD HOUGH 


Many years of research into the cultural im- 
pulses of man’s past lie back of this fascinating 
study of humanism, a study which attempts to 
reveal the true import of that golden word. With 
incisive analysis of present-day trends and future 
hopes as regards man’s intellectual development, 
Dr. Hough sets forth the conviction that it is the 
business of the Christian ‘‘to keep the soul of the 
world alive ... to fight for the civilized mind.” 


A RELIGIOUS BOOK OLUB SELECTION 


“Skilful historical analysis . . . cogent philo- 
sophical treatment . convincing and impas- 
sioned defense of human values... of faith in 
God ... of Christianity.”’—Religious Book Olub 
Bulletin. aay 


The Christian Has Wings 


W. E. SANGSTER 


“The preacher and author, who spent many 
months with the underground congregations in 
London bomb shelters, has sought to take the 
stock utterances of statesmen and make them glow 
with a new meaning and richness of content. ‘You 
cannot win a full, rich, rounded life by arms 
alone,’ he writes. ‘.. . If our armies conquer 
and our churches fail, the bigger battle is lost.’ 
The book is a call to the greater battle. The mes- 
sages provide a glimpse of England’s soul from 
the inside.”—Philadelphia Inquirer. $1.50 


The Ethical Ideals of Jesus 


IN A OHANGING WORLD 
G. BROMLEY OXNAM 


“Rvery reader who follows Bishop Oxnam’s clear, 
incisive, invigorating thought through the pages 
of this book will come into a new awareness of 
the significances of present-day events; he will 
be moved by a new eagerness to apply the ethical 
ideals of Jesus to current social, industrial, and 
international problems. 


“Here is new grasp upon the essence of Jesus’ 
religious convictions, with new insight into their 
supreme value for today.’’—Pulpit Digest. $1 


for All the Family! 
The Story of the Bible 


WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE 


“This is the finest book of its kind in the English 
language. Its distinctive features are: its char- 
acter (critical interpretation with the telling of 
the Bible stories) ; its scope (the whole of the Old 
and the New Testaments); its style (interesting, 
vivid, alive!); its spirit (reverent, constructive, 
dynamic); its physical properties (attractively 
printed and bound; tasteful, colorful, convincing 
Copping illustrations). There is no other book I 
know of which combines these features.’’—Dr. 
Erdman Harris, Lawrenceville School (N. J.) 


548 pages, 52 chapters, 20 full-color pictures. $1.95 


ABINGDON - COKESBURY—4: Your Bookstore! 


fifty philosophers who have expressed 
with excellence the modern religious 
temper. 


Six areas of thought are explored: 
THE NATURE OF RELIGION, THE FIND- 
ING OF RELIGIOUS TRUTH, THE IDHA 
oF Gop, THE PROBLEM OF EviIL, THE 
MEANING OF WORSHIP, IMMORTALITY. 
Among the contributors are FOsDIOcK, 
WIEMAN, AUBREY, REINHOLD NIEBUHR, 
DuRANT, LIPPMANN, BARTH, HOovUGH, 


HAYDON, TITTLE, COFFIN, BRUNNHER, 
KrutroH, MELAND, LEvuBA, Vo6ert, 
STREETER, JAMES, McCoNNELL, 


BRIGHTMAN, CoMPTON. Profound prob- 
lems are illuminated, set forth with 
precision of phrase, sincerity, and in- 
tellectual acumen. $3.50 


A New Heaven 
and a New Earth 


( 
EDWIN LEWIS @ “Original, strik- 
ing, notable . . The ‘personal con- 
fession’ in the Epilogue is an evangeli- 
cal, evangelistic witness that challenges 
the soul. His arraignment of human- 
ism in the final lecture is nowhere sur- 
passed within its space, could not be 
surpassed.”’—Review and Hapositor. $2 
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> Among the New Becks - 


The Christian Criticism of Life 


By Lynn Harotp HovucH 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. $2.50 


Anyone familiar with Dr. Hough’s writ- 
ings would know at once that this very 
happily chosen title is meant to define what 
he calls Christian humanism, employed as 
criticism of man’s life. Humanism is a 
word which has had many vicissitudes and 
whose history presents a strange paradox. 
In current Protestant usage it has a deroga- 
tory connotation. Dr. Hough, who is 
nearer to the scholastic tradition, invests it 
with vast historic significance. Humanism 
is man’s mastery of his own past—his 
human past, and his subhuman past. 
Critical humanism is the high employment 
of free intelligence as the prerogative of a 
being who possesses dignity by virtue of a 
noble inheritance. This humanism becomes 
Christian, inevitably, as its own implica- 
tions become explict. “Man can think God’s 
thoughts after Him. Therefore, God can 


think His own thoughts in human life.” 
Hence it follows, “You never understand 
man until you see Jesus Christ walking the 
earth.” 

Dr. Hough’s exposition brings him into 
direct confrontation with the Reformation 
emphasis upon the degradation of man, 
which the Barthian movement has revived. 
To him the divine image in man is anything 
but ‘‘obliterated.” Here he is more thomist 
than Protestant. Indeed he has a friend- 
ly word to say—hedged about with elab- 
orate caution—for utopianism. He re- 
members that Thomas More’s Utopia was 
written by a humanist. “This very fact,” 
he says, “suggests that perhaps there is 
something at the heart of Utopian thought 
which will survive the acid tests of criti- 
cism.” To this reviewer that seems an im- 
portant insight. For the true meaning of 
utopias is expressed only as they are caught 
up in the great humanistic tradition. 

In respect to ethical diagnosis Dr. Hough 
is on the side of the theological realists as 
against the liberals. He is probably right, 
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ing Bible, with colored illustrations, 4,000 
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ored presentation page. Genuine leather bind- 
ing. Size 634 x 47% x 1% in. No. 0191. $3.00 


For Pocket Use—An Oxford India paper refer- 
ence Bible, clear type, genuine leather bind- 
ing. Size 7x434x%in. No. 07323x. $4.00 


For Service Men—A small, Oxford India paper 
text Bible, beautifully bound in Genuine 
Morocco, half circuit. Brown for the Army, 
Blue for the Navy. Size 538 x 312 x ¥2 in. 
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For Students—An Oxford India paper, self- 
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At all booksellers or from the publishers 
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though here a true balance has not yet been 
struck in current Christian thought. Dr. 
Hough would probably agree that his own 
method of historical interpretation, through 
which he finds at least a seminal human- 
ism in every age, could be fruitfully ap- 
plied to the study of liberal social Chris- 
tianity—with all it activismus! 

The book is a polemic against the cur- 
rent emphases in secular thought—natural- 
ism, pragmatism, positivism, mechanism. It 
will be criticized, no doubt, by many. Some 
will find the argument vulnerable in that 
the higher naturalism put forward by 
Professor Pratt is not distinguished from 
the mechanistic variety. (And, just to 
thicken the plot, what does it signify that 
so vigorous a defense of this higher natural- 
ism as Professor Pratt offers in Can We 
Keep the Faith? should draw an almost 
lyrical review from Georgia Harkness?) 

Some will have difficulty with Dr. 
Hough’s strictures upon science. When 
properly defined, he says, it deals only with 
the “subhuman.” The social scientists will 
rebel at that, for they see possibilities in 
the use of scientific method in the study of 
even the most lofty ideals when reflected in 
human attitudes. After all, history is a 
scientific discipline and without it human- 
ism would be a melancholy orphan. But 
only a captious critic could suppose that 
this is what Dr. Hough is driving at. His 
point, if this reviewer understands it, is 
that the meaning of life and the values with 
which human experience is invested are not 
created or discovered in the laboratory, 
nor can they be destroyed there. This is 
profoundly true. 

The reader of this book who is familiar 
with current philosophical literature will 
be impressed again and again with the close 
correspondence in form between the au- 
thor’s emphasis on free, critical intelligence 
and, for example, John Dewey’s recurrent 
emphasis upon it. As one who thinks this 
emphasis among the pragmatists excessive 
this reviewer was struck by the author’s 
exaltation of man’s intelligence. For of 
course Dr. Hough is contending for a defi- 
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nitely and inevitably theistic humanism 
which gets no more than a hint of sup- 
port in most of Dewey’s writings. 

This paradox is resolved by reference to 
the context within which Dr. Hough thinks 
and writes. What he is exalting is not the 
achieved capacity of a biological organism 
continuous with nature to master environ- 
ment by the adaptation of means to ends. 
Rather he regards reason, as does St. 
Thomas Aquinas, as a divine endowment 
which if unobstructed will lead man uner- 
ringly to divine truth. This is that reason 
which the scholastic philosophy holds to 
be the handmaid of faith, never in opposi- 
tion to it. 


The theistic humanist contemplates man 
as living on three levels—the subhuman, the 
human and the divine. He never escapes 
from the subhuman; rather he must master 
it. And he explores and validates the 
human only as he sees and interprets his 
own experience “under the aspect of eter- 
nity.” To effect a harmony of the elements 
of life characteristic of the three levels is 
the achievement of a critical Christian 
humanism. Dr. Hough in a brilliantly 
written book has presented his conception 
of man’s odyssey from the valley in which 
the first glimmer of his true nature came 
to him toward the peak, which is Calvary. 

FE, J. 
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An Annuity with The Salvation Army assures you a 
LIFE INCOME that is safe, dependable, and regular 
—it continues as long as you live. Issued under 
authority of certificate by New York State Insurance 
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At death of annuitant, gift enables The Salvation 
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The Church and the New 
Order 


By Wi11amM PATON 
Macmillan. $1.50 


Anything from the pen of William Paton, 
key figure in both the International Mis- 
sionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches, merits and receives an eager 
reading from a large group of American 
friends and colleagues in the ecumenical 
movement. His latest book is the weight- 
iest study of peace aims that has come out 
of England during the war. It is more than 
the expression of a personal opinion, for 
behind it lies a series of conferences among 
some of the foremost Christian thinkers of 
Great Britain, including lay scholars like 
Arnold Toynbee and Sir Alfred Zimmern. 

An outstanding feature of the discussion 
is the frank recognition of the place which 
“power” plays, and must play, in the or- 
ganization of human affairs. Dr. Paton 
sees the British Commonwealth and the 
United States as confronted with the great 
responsibility which will go with their pos- 
session of the greater part of the world’s 
economic power after the war. He argues 
that they can discharge that responsibility 
only by positive and continuous collabora- 
tion in maintaining peace and securing jus- 
tice. He envisages an international po- 
litical structure which will ultimately em- 
brace all peoples, but feels that in the im- 
mediate future Great Britain and America 
must deliberately assume the dominant 
place. 

It is in its high expectation as to what 
can be secured merely by Anglo-American 
collaboration that we find Dr. Paton’s posi- 
tion most open to question. An Anglo- 
American entente might become a too easy 
substitute for the developpment of world 
cooperation. At its best, Anglo-American 
cooperation overlooks the importance of 
other great peoples. At its worst, it might 
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TO MAKE CHRISTMAS 


JOYOUS IN 1941 


Presbyterian Book Stores are full of 
the things you need to make the 
Christmas program and the gift-giving 
season successful for 1941. Books and 
Bibles, Christmas plays, greeting cards 
in variety, wrappings, gift jewelry— 
all are available for your shopping 
convenience. Send at once for a free 
Christmas Gift Catalog. 


RELIGIOUS WORKERS’ CARDS 


Beautifully designed Scripture text 

folders printed on fine white stock 

and reproduced in rich colors. Size, 

4 x 5 inches. $2.50 a hundred. 

SA D131. French fold; showing manger 
scene. 


SADI110. The Wise Men in star design. 


FOR CHRISTMAS MESSAGES 


SAD41. 35 cents a dozen; $2.75 a hun- 
dred. Pastors and church workers will 
want a supply of this adaptable folder. 
After the message has been written and 
signed, the folder forms its own envelope. 
Maratta’s Holy Family is the colorful il- 
lustration. 


PROGRAM FOLDER 


SAE23. Illustrated. $1.50 a hundred; 
$6.00 for five hundred; $10.00 a thou- 
sand. A folder exceptionally beautiful. 
Colors are delicate yet warm; reproduction 
is soft and glowing. An unusual treatment 
of the famous scene. 
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The best feature of the book is its dis- 
cernment of the distinctive role which the 
Church, as a world community, must play 
in building the new world order. The 
great function which Dr. Paton sees for the 
Church is not to give advice to the state 
but to be, in its own life, a strong em- 
bodiment of universal fellowship. The 
basic Christian insights having to do with 
human worth and freedom, with law and 
understanding between people, with for- 


giveness and power, are trenchantly 
analyzed in their relation to political 
order. S.M.C. 


You Can Be Happily Married 


By Givpert APPELHOF, JR. 
Macmillan. $2.00 


Writing mainly for older young people 
who want to prepare themselves definitely 
for marriage Mr. Appelhof gives much at- 
tention to mature friendships and to the 
engagement period. He also has the idea 
that engagements should be of less than a 
year’s duration, contrary to recent statis- 
tical findings; but his sense of the im- 
portance of the engagement period is clear- 
ly indicated in the number of things he 
points out which ought to be accomplished 
in that period. These include growth and 
deepening of mutual understanding, assur- 
ance of necessary skills, achievement of fi- 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 7 


nancial codperation and sound financial 
planning, thorough acquaintance with 
friends and relatives on both sides and 
spiritual unity between the prospective 
homemakers. 

The treatment of premarital counseling 
is based on 100 questions, ten each on home 
background, financial management, emo- 
tional adjustment, attitude toward home 
and marriage, religious instruction and at- 
titudes, sex instruction and attitudes, health, 
social adjustment, understanding of mar- 
riage problems and attitude towards the 
prospective mate. The book indicates the 
very substantial advantages which come 
from medical examination and counseling 
prior to marriage. 

The author’s treatment of the marriage 
service and after offers careful directions 
for a church wedding and sensible sugges- 
tions about the honeymoon. Under special 
helps for married people, there are sugges- 
tions on the achieving of sexual harmony 
and on family planning. There is helpful 
treatment of marriage as a growing experi- 
ence involving a deepening of love of hus- 
band and wife and sharing that love with 
new members of the family. Specific sug- 
gestions for care of children are also given. 
The last chapter gives helpful counsel on 
income, health and recreation, and in gen- 
eral on the building and enrichment of a 
common life. 

This book should be helpful to any 
couple looking forward to marriage and its 
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appreciated gift for those who regularly use 
The Upper Room. Same size as The Upper 
Room, with attractive two-color paper cover. 
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last three chapters have many things which 
young homemakers might well take into 
consideration. L.F.W. 


Now We Must Choose 


By Henry N. WIEMAN 
Macmillan. $2.00 


Professor Wieman says we must as a 
people choose between a dictator and a 
faith creating community out of diversity. 
He delves deeply into the spiritual and 
moral nature of the current crisis, and in- 
quires whether the people are able to 
achieve “faith in this faith.” He believes 
no democracy can attain vital “faith in this 
faith” without a band of “spiritual ath- 
letes,” because in a democracy “we cannot 
otherwise inculcate any one way of life.” 
The “spiritual athletes” must be committed 
to the generative source of all human good, 
and must live their faith with “a rigor and 
devotion so great that its savor spreads 
among the people and wins them uncon- 
sciously to the Way.” 

B.Y.L. 


A Small-Town Boy 


By Rurus M. Jones 
Macmillan. $2.00 


In this autobiographical sketch, Dr. 
Jones tells much about country life in the 
town of China in Maine. In the clear and 
direct style for which he is noted, Dr. 
Jones succeeds in making vivid and real 
the distinctive things about the ways life 
is lived in small communities based on agri- 
culture. The Quaker meeting loomed large 
in this community, to be sure, but the 
country store gets about as much attention 
in this book. In the preface Dr. Jones 
states his enthusiasm for country life, and 
thus aligns himself with other thoughtful 
churchmen who are able to see the spiritual 
values inherent in a rural culture. 

B.Y.L. 
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